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BY CELESTE BOTT 
AND ERIN HEFFERNAN 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ST. LOUIS e After months of 
deliberation, the formation of a 
citizen advisory committee and a 
series of forums to gather public 
feedback, St. Louis leaders opted 
to hire a new police chief from 
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‘NEW DAY IN POLICING’ 


Chief John Hayden e 30-year veteran of the department will take the helm 
‘Today we got it right’ e Homegrown top cop chosen after exhaustive process 


within their own ranks: John 
Hayden, a 30-year veteran of the 
St. Louis Police Department. 

Hayden, 55 and a St. Louis na- 
tive, has been commander of the 
North Patrol Division since Sep- 
tember 2015, meaning he’s often 
been the face of the department 
at crime scenes in the city’s high- 
est-crime area. 


He replaces interim chief Lt. 
Col. Lawrence O’Toole, 59, ef- 
fective immediately. O’Toole 
was appointed in April after 
then-Police Chief Sam Dotson 
abruptly retired on Mayor Lyda 
Krewson’s first day in office. 

Hayden’s salary will be 
$153,000 annually. 

O'Toole will stay on and again 


LAURIE SKRIVAN ° |skrivan@post-dispatch.com 
St. Louis police Maj. John Hayden speaks at a news conference at City Hall on Thursday after being introduced by Mayor Lyda Krewson as the city’s new chief of police. 


serve as the assistant chief of po- 
lice, said Koran Addo, a spokes- 
man for Krewson. His salary 
will increase from $108,000 to 
$115,000, a decision made by 
Public Safety Director Jimmie 
Edwards to make sure O’Toole 
stayed on to complete certain 
projects and initiatives, Addo 
said. 


Announcing Hayden’s pro- 
motion on Thursday, Krewson 
acknowledged the criticism of 
a months-long, national search 
to permanently replace Dotson. 
The search marked the first time 
in modern history that St. Louis 
considered external candidates 
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Illinois judge 
rejects suit 
over funding 
of abortions 


Opponents vow to 
appeal ruling; law to 
take effect Monday 


BY JOHN O’CONNOR 
Associated Press 


SPRINGFIELD, ILL. ° An Illinois 
judge dealt a blow to anti-abor- 
tion groups Thursday, dismiss- 
ing a lawsuit aimed at stopping 
a law that’s about to take effect 
that would expand Medicaid and 
state-employee group health in- 
surance to cover abortions. 

Associate Circuit Judge Jen- 
nifer Ascher ruled that the ju- 
diciary should not intervene in 
“political questions” in the Gen- 
eral Assembly, such as a law’s ef- 
fective date or whether there’s an 
appropriation to fund it. 

Those are the pillars of the 
lawsuit seeking to stop the law 
from taking effect Monday. It 
was filed by the Catholic Thomas 
More Society on behalf of 11 con- 
servative and Christian groups 
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All eyes are on county-owned 
sites in Clayton slated for sale 


Plans may be in the works to sell sought-after properties 


BY JACOB BARKER 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


CLAYTON œ Some of the 
most valuable pieces of 
ground in the region could be 
hitting the market soon. 

The seller: St. Louis 
County. 

The county is sitting on 
millions of dollars worth of 
property in downtown Clay- 
ton, considered by many as 
the strongest submarket for 
office and residential real es- 
tate in the St. Louis area. 


“Everybody that calls from 
out of town, they all want a 
site in Clayton, and there’s 
never that many,’ said Den- 
nis DeSantis, a commercial 
real estate broker in the lo- 
cal office of Colliers Interna- 
tional. 

Clayton is actually one of 
the more desirable real estate 
markets in the Midwest, and 
a single-digit office vacancy 
rate means there’s bound 
to be more appetite for of- 
fice construction at some 
point, said TJ Redmond of 


commercial real estate firm 
CBRE. 

“The hard part with Clay- 
ton is just the lack of sites,” 
he said. 

St. Louis County govern- 
ment has sites that could be 
marketed. Estimated to be 
worth a combined $31.5 mil- 
lion, according to county real 
estate records, the land in- 
cludes two former St. Louis 
County office sites on Mera- 
mec Avenue and the parking 
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Jones’ victory 
official, despite 
fraud lawsuit 
from Moore 


BY KIM CHANDLER 
Associated Press 


MONTGOMERY, ALA. e Demo- 
crat Doug Jones’ historic victory 
over Republican Roy Moore was 
declared official Thursday as 
Alabama election officials certi- 
fied him the winner of the special 
Senate election, despite Moore’s 
last-minute lawsuit claiming 
voter fraud. 

Jones defeated Moore on Dec. 
12 by 21,924 votes in a stunning 
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